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But the earliest notice of the place is undoub-
tedly th'e old familiar legend of the Pur^nas, which refers the
Sanskrit name of Kanya-kubja, or the "hump-backed maiden,"
to the curse of the sage Vayu on the hundred daughters
of KusanGba.

At the time of Hwen Thsang's visit, Kanoj was the
capital of Raja Harsha Vardhana, the most powerful sovereign
in northern India. The Chinese pilgrim calls him a Fet-she,
or Vai$ya> but it seems probable that he must have mistaken
the Vaisa, or Bais Rajput for the Vaisya, or Bats, which is
the name of the mercantile class of the Hindus ; otherwise-
Harsha Vardhana's connection by marriage with the Rajput
families of Malwa and Balabhi would have been quite impossi-
ble. Baiswira, the country of the Bais Rajputs, extends
from the neighbourhood of Lucknow to Khara-M&nikpur; and
thus comprises nearly the whole of Southern Oudh. The Bais
Rajputs claim descent from the famous S&livdhan, whose
capital is said to have been Daundia-Khera, on the north bank
of the Ganges. Their close proximity to Kanoj is in favour of
the sovereignty which they claim for their ancestor over the
whole of the Gangetic Doab, from Delhi to Allahabad. But
their genealogical lists are too imperfect, and most probably
also too incorrect, to enable us to identify any of their
recorded ancestors with the princes of Harsha Vardhana's
family.

In determining the period of Harsha's reign between the
years 607 and 650 A.D., I have been guided by the following
evidence :~Ist, the date of his death is fixed by the positive
statement of Hwen Thsang in the year 650 A.D.;1 2nd, in spea-
king of Harsha's career, the pilgrim records that from the time
of his accession, Harsha was engaged in continual war for 5J

1. In Appendix A, at the end of the Chronological Table of
Hwen Thsang's route, I have brought forward strong reasons for believing
that the true date of the death of Harsha Vardhana was A. D, 648, which
is the year given by Ma-twan-lin, on the authority of the Chinese ambas-
sador, who visited India immediately after the king's death.